WHO WE ARE

THE NETWORK

A RESEARCH INSTITUTE, independent and not-

The Foundation is part of the High Technology
Network of the region Emilia Romagna, a network
covering a wide range of sectors, one of its objectives
being to bring synergy to ambitious research initiatives.

for-profit, established in 2006, regionally recognized
and enrolled in the national research register.

A LABORATORY forming part of the High Technology
Network of the region of Emilia Romagna
MANAGER AND SITE of the Technopole

of Bologna in Ozzano dell’Emilia, named after
Rita Levi Montalcini.

We STUDY the nervous system and its diseases:

Alzheimer’s disease • multiple sclerosis • spinal lesions
• Parkinson’s disease • ataxic syndromes
• stroke • neonatal ischemia/ hypoxia • chronic pain

We INVESTIGATE the mechanisms of
degeneration, reaction and repair following acute
lesions and chronic degenerative diseases

We DEVELOP innovative treatment solutions to
delay the onset of disabilities

THE IRET FOUNDATION:
OWNS AND MANAGES laboratories in Ozzano

dell’Emilia, with facilities covering 550 m2 over a total
area of 10,000 m2

HAS A TEAM OF 15 RESEARCHERS, most with
a university research background

HAS PUBLISHED OVER 250 ARTICLES TO DATE
in international scientific journals, and made more than
400 contributions to scientific congresses, both
in Italy and abroad.

The Foundation is today the Ozzano dell’Emilia
facility of the Technopole of Bologna, which it also
manages, making the Foundation a driving force in
industrial partnership projects and local start-ups in the
field of life sciences.
One of the Foundation’s main partners is the University
of Bologna, through the university’s CIRI-SDV center
(Centro Interdipartimentale di Ricerca Industriale
per le Scienze della Vita e Tecnologie per la Salute Interdepartmental Industrial Research Center for Life
Sciences and Health Technologies); the partnership
model adopted is that of Joint Research Laboratory.

CONTACTS
PROF. LUCIANA GIARDINO (PRESIDENT)
luciana.giardino@iret-foundation.org
PROF. LAURA CALZÀ (SCIENTIFIC DIRECTOR)
laura.calza@iret-foundation.org
DR. PAOLO CELLI (DEVELOPMENT MANAGER)
paolo.celli@iret-foundation.org
FONDAZIONE IRET ONLUS
Via Tolara di Sopra, 41/e - 40064, Ozzano dell’Emilia (BO), Italy
TEL. (+39) 051/798776
www.iret-foundation.org
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RESEARCH
There are two scientific milestones of particular note
in the history of IRET:
• the partnership with the Karolinska Institute
in Stockholm, where various researchers of
the Foundation have studied, has brought the
methodological rigor and techniques of chemical
neuroanatomy, the discipline which forms the
basis of modern neuropsychopharmacology. This
collaboration has led to dozens of jointly-signed
articles, and is still ongoing.
• Professor Rita Levi-Montalcini, Nobel Prize
winner for Physiology and Medicine in 1986 for the
discovery of “nerve growth factor” (NGF). 13 intense
years of collaboration have allowed the IRET staff
to train alongside an extraordinary scientist, and have
led to:
• jointly-signed publications

INDEPENDENT, FREE,
MODERN, AGILE
MANAGEMENT
The Foundation’s aim is to create a scientific project
according to a strictly non-profit model:
• that is a training ground for young researchers
• partner of the University and various institutions
• part of a network of leading Italian and overseas institutes
• to work on neurodegenerative diseases
• to tackle one of the social emergencies of the 21st
century
• consulting with the community and local areas.

IMPACT
The IRET project is based on:

• extensive scientific growth in the field
of degenerative diseases and nervous system
lesions

EXPERIENCE

• a laboratory dedicated to NGF, under the
scientific leadership of Dr. Luigi Aloe, Professor
Montalcini’s closest collaborator for 40 years.
Dr. Aloe has also inspired much of the research into
the possible clinical application of the molecule.

RESPONSIBILITY (in the use of economic resources
and towards its staff)

CONCRETENESS
SWIFT DECISION-MAKING

CREDIBILITY.
The RELIABILITY and APPLICABILITY of the results of its
research has always been a priority for the Foundation.

THE TEAM

The IRET Foundation is today home to around fifteen
researchers, young but with significant experience
to their credit, led by a highly-experienced scientific
committee. This unique combination of expertise
and enthusiasm is the best guarantee for the future.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

The existing facilities, currently covering an area of 550 m2,
will be expanded to approximately 750 m2, creating new
spaces for the research and the development
of the Technopole services.

